Ideas for a visit to St James Church

Provide a map of the building, marking the key features:

FONT

Explain that it is placed near the door to the building, as a symbol of welcoming people into the church community.

Role-play a baptism: have a doll, bowl of water, service cards. People to be parents and godparents. Each to make simple promises to help to care for and bring up the child. Show the photo of an adult being baptised.

LECTERN

Children to sit down in pews at the front. Show them the Bible and explain that it is the special book for Christians. Read a story eg The Good Samaritan

CROSS

Explain that this is the Christian symbol, to help us remember that Jesus died and rose again at the first Easter.

TABLE and COMMUNION RAILS

Explain about communion: sharing bread and wine, remembering the Last Supper that Jesus had with his disciples before he died. 

PAINTING OF THE ASCENSION

Jesus was taken up into heaven and promised that his spirit would be with us always.

PHOTOS

Show photos of vicar dressed in robes, or not, table laid for communion, a wedding, a baptism at the font, Fun Days in the churchyard.

Talk about promises that are made before God. (Diocesan scheme of work)

CRECHE

What story does the painting show? What do you think the room is used for? (adults or children?)  When might it be used? (Children don’t always have to sit quietly in church and can come and play.)

NARTHEX

Boer War memorial, Bible Class memorial and other plaques: what do you think these are for?

PAUPERS’ GALERY

Explain that it was for people who could not afford to pay to sit in the pews downstairs. How would you feel if you were only allowed to come up here?

CRYPT

Some parts of the building are for community use.

CHURCHYARD

Look at the rose garden (where ashes are scattered) and the memorial drinking fountain and headstones: how would you like to be remembered?

