Ideas for Foundation Subject learning in St James Church

Key Stage I  Years 1&2

History – investigating and interpreting the past.

Look at names and dates on the memorials (eg on the walls and the drinking fountain in the churchyard )and talk about differences between past and present. Talk about how they would like to be remembered.

Look at photos of children in the church playground from the past.

Identify similarities and differences eg with own clothing. 

Use common words/phrases to describe the passing of time. (eg a long time ago, recently, when my parents were children, years, decades, centuries)

Go down into the crypt. Talk about why people went there during WW2 and look at photos of people using it as a bomb shelter. 

Show an understanding of concepts of war and peace.

Geography

Look at the plan of the church. Walk round the building and find the following: Font, lectern, cross, table. Mark them on your plan and make a key.

The painting is at the East end of the building. Mark on your plan North, South, East and West.

Compare the photo of the old playground with the new play area. Draw a map of the new play area, making up your own symbols for the play equipment.

Art

Respond to the painting of the Ascension – what do you think is happening in the picture? Draw your own picture of the story.

Touch a variety of surfaces and describe how they feel (eg wooden pews, stone floor, metal communion rails, carpet)

Look for patterns in the building (eg on the communion rails, carved seats, ceiling) and copy one repeat.

Science

Look at the painting in the crèche of the animals going into Noah’s Ark. What different types of animals are there? (mammals, birds, reptiles)

Suggest an answer to why it is colder in the church than outside (or opposite).

Notice on which side of the building there is more light coming in and suggest why.

Identify some of the different materials in the building: stone, wood, glass, fabric

PE 

Travel down the aisle (carpeted) linking two or more actions to make a sequence and moving with some control and awareness of space. 

Global citizenship

Take the children up to the Paupers’ Gallery. Explain that this was for people who did not have enough money to sit in the pews downstairs. Talk about how it would have felt to only be allowed in that part of the building. What reasons were there that people were “poor”? Are people still disadvantaged today because they are “poor”.

Look at photos of a Fairtrade stall and talk about how our actions can impact on poverty.

